
4,5 PSP Cover Sheet IAltach to the front of each prpposa )

ApplieantName: ~ ~ ~ ~; ~,e .

Telephone: #~d¢) ~7-

Amount of funding requested: $ ~ & ~ff, �~] for    t    years

Indicate t{~e Topic for which yoo are applying (check only one boa},

~ Fish Passage/Fish Screens ~ Introduced Spemes
~ Habitat Rcslo=alion ~ Fish ManagemenffHatche=y
~ Lucal Watershed Stewardshil~ D Environmental Education
~ Water Quality

Does me oroposal address a specified Focused Actioo? ~ yes no

What county oz" counties is the prq~ect located in? ’

Indicate the geographic area of your proposal (check only one box):
Sacromemo River Mainstem ~ East SideTrib:
Sacramento Trib: ~ Sulsun Marsh and Bay
San Joaqum River Mains~em . ~ Noah Bay/South Bay:

~ San Joaquin Yrib:~ ~ Landscape [entire Bay-Delta watershet~ )
¯ ~ Della ~ Othen

Indicate the prmaa=T species which Ihe proposal addresses (check all that apply):
~ Sin= doaqum and East-side Della tz’Jbularies fail-ran chinook salmoa
~ Winter-~nchinook salmon ~ Spfing-~ehinook salmon
~ ~te-fall ~n chinook salmon ~ Fall-ran chinook salmon
~ Delta smelt ~ Longfin smelt
D Splittail ~ Ste~lh~d trout
~ Green sturgeon ~ Stfip~dbass

~ Migrato~ birds ¯ ’ ~ All chinook sp~ies
~ Other: ~ Allanadromonssalmonids

Specify the E~ strategic objective and largel (s) that the project addresses. Include page
numbers fi’om Janua& I999 version of E~ Volume I and If:
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Indicate the type ofapplicant (chcck oilly, onc box) ’ ."
D Slale agency , . o Federal agency
m Public/Non-profit joint venture ’ ’ ,~ ~:~ Non-pro|it
Ca Local government/district t2 Private pm~y
t~ University [] Other:

Indicate the type of project (check only one box):
o Planning . ~ Implementation
D 5ffon.itoring . " t2 Education
~ R.esearch

By signing below, the applieam declares the,foIIowing:

I.) The truthfulness of all representations in their proposal;

2.) The individual signing the form is eadtled to submit the application on behall’of the
applicant (i f the applicant is an entity or organization); aad

3,) The person submitting the application has read end uuderatood tile conflict of interest and
cunfidentinlity discussion ill the PSP ISectinn 2.4) and waives ally" and all rights Io privacy
and confidentiality of file proposal on behalf o~’the applicant. In Ihe extettt as provided it’l thc
Seelio~

Printed name of apphcanl

Signature of applican~
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Tuolumne River Bobcat Fiat Acquisition

Dave Boucher
2412 Hilo Lane
Ceres, California 95307
(209) 537-9’533
(209) 537-4644 FAX
e-mail: dboucher@netfeed.com

Friends of the Tuolumne, Inc,

Non-profit 501 (c) (3) Land Trust

Tax ID # 77-0404340
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Bobcat Flat Acquisition and Restoration is an opportunity to preserve and resxore approximately
280 acres of ripariaa~ floodplain on tile Chinook salmon spawning reach of the Tuolumne River 12
miles east of Waterford The project extends along 1.6 miles on the north bank between river
miles 42.7 - 44 3 Tl~i~ project extends from the river r~rthward across the !fistonc floodplain.
This project is contained within easily recognized boundaries. It is contakned on the north by a
bluffthat nses away, and a high cliff’that borders the south bank and the current channel
alignment of the fiver Therefore. this project eov~rs most of the floodplain between the bluffand
the cliff This project will essentially control both banks of the river due to this arrangement It
has extensive wetlands with river side channels, trees, brush, ponds, and open areas gazed by
catxie The largest threat to this property is the potential for gravel mining that would create deep
ponds that are not beneficial to waterfowl Existing habitat for vcildlife and waterfowl would be
devastated The mining would also narrow the floodplain and remove the natural coarse s~dimem
the river has historically meandered through ~’he river would be conlined to a narrow defined
channel

Phe primary biological!ecological objectives include restoration, reaetiva0.on and preservation of
ecological processes, habitats, species, and the reduction of nressors. Its lmbitax complexity and
potential for improvement make this project an ideal funding candidate

This is a phased request for funding Each phase of the project will determine the fimding
required to complete the following phase

After the property is acquired, a conceptual restoration plan will be prepared "for public eommem
After the conceptual design is finalized, a full restoration plan will be prepared and coordinated
with the Tuolumne River Technical Advisory Committee. The plan could include creating
shallow ponds for wintering waterfowl, and actions to allow more frequent seasonal flooding
Yhls property is located in the dredger taifings se~tion of the river The on-sight gravel may need
to be partially removed to lower the floodplain The removed gravel could be used for Chinook
salmon habitat restoratton.

The budgeted costs are estimated because the property has not yet been appraised and the
restoration plan has not yet been prepared. The estimated total cost for acquisition of the 280
acres is $1.778.000. which is higher than floodplain land lower on the Tuolurrme River because
these !ands have coarse gravel reserves The restoration plan is expected to range from $50-
$100.000 based on tile initial conceptual design The higher rusts are considered reasonable
based on the location ~,spawning reach) and imtural gravel reserves.

No adverse or third party impacts are expected. The project has bread community support.
Adjacent landowners do not oppose the project and some are agreeable and ~upporrve

The Friends of the Tuolumne is a local 501(ci(3) with a strong mad experienced Board of
Directors The Board members are professionals who are willin~ and capable They are
commkmd to restoring and preserving the Tuolumne P-fiver and ~e working to do so, The
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Friends are a signmory to the 1995 FERC SettLement Agreement and participate in the Tuolunme
River Technical Advisory Committee, The Friends have strong ties and good working
relationships with the agencies in the area, and will be able to draw on these agencies and
consultants to bring this project to its lb.ll realization.

Monitoring will be designed as part of the restoration plan. Recon’nnendations from California
Fish and Game, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, and the Tuolumne River Technical Advisory Committee
will be considered in plan development. The extent and nature of the restoration will determine
the nature and duration of monitoring

t’he project is broadly supported locally and by the agencies working on the Tuolumme River
through the Technical Advisory Committee. (See attached letter of support A.2 and B1 -B10.)
Because of its habitat complexity, those interested include fishery, bird, and other wildlife groups.

The project is compatible with CALFED objectives and directly addresses Stream Meand~ and
Natural Sediment Recruitu~etu, Preserves Coarse Sediment Supplies, Natural l~loodplain
Ecological Processes, Contributes to lowering river water Temperatures, Provides Conditions for
Self Sustaining Riparian Vegetation, assists with Species Recovery and Avoidance of future
tistings, ------all within the Chinook salmon spawning reach.
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PROJI~CT DESCRIPTION

The Tuolumne River Bobcat Flat Acquisition and Restoration is approximately 280 acres of
Ahuvial Floodplain in Startislatas County, at river miles 42.7 - 44.3 on the Tuolunme River. It
extends for 1.6 continuous miles of river frontage. This project is supported by the Tuolumne
River Technical Advisory Committee (TRTAC) (See A~anhmeat B. 1) and is seen as posing no
inconsistencies to river restoration plans. The IRTAC Tuolurrme River Corridor Restoration
Plan, by Mcbain and TruslL rated this project as the highest priority restoration project remaining
on the Tuolurrme River (See attanhment F) The only other project rated higher is currently in
progress by the TRTAC.

The project is intended to Restore Self-sustaining Natural Floodplain Processes, Protect Sediment
Sources, Improve Habitat for wildlife and fish, Restore Ecological Processes, Preaerve Stream
Meander Belt, provide Shaded Riverine Riparian Habitat, Maintain ~ad Recover Species
Populations, and others. With proper restoration, tiffs property is capable of making strong
contributions to all these listed objectives.

The size of this project is a strength. It emends for 1 6 miles of riverine habitat. Large scale
reslorations have bonus benefits when compared to several smaller projects of combined
equivalent total acreage, cost, and potential. Bigger is better. Large tracts are simply more
efficient at restoring natural processes It is approximately two miles upstream of the gravel
mining reach currently being restored by the TRTAC The proximity to other habitat increases its
benefit to the ecosystem

This project is comprised of three parcels and offered to the Friends of the Tunlunme by two
willing sellers. They desire to sell these properties for personal economic reasons. It is their wish
that the new owner put it to friendly environmental use Falling to accomplish an environmentally
friendly sale, the properties will eventually be sold to another use that may have adverse effects on
the current environmental values. Significant potential exists that this parcel could eventually be
pit mined for its gravel resources as the gravel industry begins to deplete its known rese~es.
Consequences to the Floodplain and associated riverine ecosystem would represent a significant
loss Whatever use it might be put to, the opportunity to use this site for its potential for natural
function and restoration would be lost.

This broad floodplain was once the site of former historic and now abandoned channds of’the
Tuolumne River. Evidence of the former channels is still apparent River alignment is on the
south property line. Fhis project is contained within easily recognized boundaries. [t is contained
on the north by a bluffthat rises away from the floodplain and a high cliff that borders the south
bank of the river This project will essantially control both banks of the river due to the cliff on
the south side and the broad floodplain on the north side,

This section of the river is locared in the so-called dredger tailing section. This is in the section of
the river where extensive gold dredging took place into the 1950’s. These parcels have exposed
coarse sediment (gravel) and some railings resulting from gold dredging operations. This is within
the Chinook salmon spawning reach. There are several active spawning riffles on this property
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A restoration plan will be developed as part of this prc~iect. Until there is a completed plan,
specific restoration actions are not known. P, estoring and Preserving this floodplain will allow the
fiver to interact with the floodplaim in a functional way Portions of the floodplain are too high
for the river to interact with on a regular basis due to its present day reduced flows. Infi’equent
inundation has resulted in poor natural riparian recruitment.

This is now a small river running in the channel of a none large fiver. Don Pedro Dam has
substanftally reduced historic river flows and is recognized as a system Stressor. Harvesting some
Coarse Sediment to lower the floodplain elevation may be beneficial in restoring Natural
Floodplain Processes Excess gravel may be available for in-stream habitat restoration work on
site and elsewhere

River Corridor Meander Belts are an important feature to fiver health. This broad, lung
floodplain offers the opportunity for meander and Sediment Recmitmem from the abundant
source of this site.

The Allu~qal Floodplain offers fair riparian l~abitat that supports large populations and a wide
variety of wildlife and avian species (See Attachment G). Several small seasonal wetlands and
ponds are present on the parcels. They are heavily used by both resident and migratory
watertbwl Increasing their habitat may be benetlclal. Several species of special conservation
concern have been observed here There is potential to increase wetlands and riparian habitat
substantially withuut major enginecrin8 effort.

Cattle grazing has been the prtmary use on about 140 acres of this property for many years. The
presence of cattle offers benefits and detriments to this riparian area. They maintain some
desirable cpan spaces and keep the plant growth from forming matts of uncontrolled vegetation.
When natural colonization of woody plants uccurs, the cattle have adverse impacts on their
survival.

Keplacement of mature clima~x stage trees is not occurring adequately. The project has some
mature trees which provide nesting and roosting, but is in need of restoration to encourage
regeneration of large trees such as cottonwood and valley oak Trees may need to be planted and
irrigated to become established in a shorter time. Modified grazing practices may be used as a
management tool to improve the available habitat.

Improved riparian habitats will improve the river Foodweb by providing nutrients and woody
debris. Water quality may be improved by the riparian buffer belt. The riparian buffer zone
would remove contaminants originating frum upland agricultural uses so they would not reach
the river Shaded riverine riparian areas will help to reduce stream water temperatures by
lowering thermal input.

The west end of this property probably has substantial salmon smelt losses due to stranding. The
Tuolumne Privet Technical Advisory Committee (TRTAC) is curremly studying this concern. If it
is determined to need currection, the Friends of the Tuolurmae would make the property available
to the TRTAC for physical alterations that would correct the problem.
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Tbis proposal is a phased proposal. Each phase will determine the ~ndin@ required to accomplish
the next task until the project is completed We believe appraisal costs can be mm without
CALFED funds, but have no assurance vet. so we are requesting appraisal mad acquisition fi~nding
in the first phase. We request the appraisal funds as early as possible, and acquisition f~nfflng in
the November round

The budgeted coats are estimates because the project has not yet been appraised. We are asking
for $62.000 for appraisal costs. Appraisal costs are high because the property will require a
mineral appraisal. The quotes we have received for the mineral appraisals range from $35,000 to
$59000 We are aiso currently working with the Bureau of Land Management 1o appraise the
property since they will likely be the land owner when restoration is complete. The property costs
are also estimates Once the proper~y ~s acquired, a conceptual restoration plan will be contracted
and the public asked for comments The conceptual 01an will be coordinated with the TRTAC to
assttre our work complements the TRTAC Restoration Plan A final restoration plan will then be
prepared, again coordinating with the TRTAC

]’he contractors chosen ~br the conceptual restoration plan~ complete reatoration plan. and
restoration will be contracted out. When restoration is complete, ownership of the property will be
transferred to one of several willing agencies
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Ecological/Biological Benefits
Ecologic alfBiologic~l Objectives
Restoration, reactivation and preservation of ecological processes, h~bitats, species, and the
reduction of’stressors are primary objectives of this project Applicable Visions for the
Ecological Management Zone for this project are multiple focused due to its Habitat Complexity
and potential for impro’¢emem. Functions include: Greater Sediment Supplies, Improved Uppe~
Watershed Health, Improved Foodweb Productivity, Improved Habitats, Including Riparian,
Wetland, and Seasonally Flooded Aquatic II~bitats, and Reducing the Effects of Gravel Mining.

Ect~system health will benefit through the actions of this project The property currently offers
good ecological banefits, but does not come near its full potential Restoration can greatly
improve its utility.

These properties are targeted by the current owners to be sold for personal economic reasons.
Their preference is to sell to environmentally friendly uses, but failing that, will sell to less
environmentally friendly uses, including the possibility of gravel mining. Portions of this property
may not currently qualJ~,, for extraction permits As the County reserves are depleted,
permitting standards are likely to ease to allow permitting on the entire property. Any alternative
sale will result in the loss of opportuniv to optimize ecosystem potential or, in all probability,
subgantial degradation of the ecosystem. Conservation easements are mot of interest to the
owners

This Alluvial Floodplain contains substantial Sediment Supplies. Some exist as railings and mucli
in the form oft floodplain with excessive elevation in many places. Seasonal Flooding can be
encouraged by reducing its elevation and using the sediment for in-stream habitat material.
Stream Meander or AvuIsinn processes can be encouraged that will access the ample sediment
stores on the floodplain New s~asonal wetlands can be created on this floodplain.

Watershed health can be preserved and improved by Restoring and Protecting a Di~’erse Riparian
Community and the associated Foodweb Habitats can be preserved and improved by Restoring
and Protecting the riparian forest and plant commuN.ties

This project will result in the Prese~,ation of the parcels by preventing deleterious uses resulting
from an alternative sale. Gravel mi~fing effects can be reduced by preserving it for ecosystem
purposes rather than gravel extraction.

Stressors
Stressors associated with this site include: Dams, Water Diversions, Water Temperatures, Poor
Livestock Grazing Practices, and Juvenile Salmon Stranding on a project of Pdparian Alluvial
Pdver Floodplain.

Primary Benefits
A strong association to Chinook Salmon Fishery issues ~nd other ~51dlife It possesses a
significant Sediment Supply on & wide Alluvial t~loodplain, allowing for Channel Meander or
Avulsion with Natural Sediment Recruitment Excess sediment stores can be used for habitat
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restoration elsewhere. Other Primary Benefits haclude: Preservation of the sire from deleterious
uses, Restoration and Preservation of Natural Floodplain Processes, Restoration and Preservation
of Riparian Forests and Communities, enhancement and or creation of habitat for fish, mammal,
amphibian, reptile, and avian species.

Secondary Benefits
Improved Water Quality and Contaminant levels, decreased Water Temperatures and PuNic
Access.

Scientific Hypothesis
Adequate quantity and quality of habitat is limiting factor to many wildlife species and closely
connected to their abilities to Recover or Maintain their populations. This project addresses that
issue by its potential to Restore, Preserve, and create habitats. It will Restore or assist restoration
through Self Maintaining Natural Ecosystem Processes and make available Coarse Sediment
stores availeble for augmentation projects elsewhere

Nature and Basis for Durability
This floodplain habitat is currently inadequate, but stable. Durability of this project should not be
degraded. Addirional Restoration will improve and increase the quantity and quality of the on-site
habitat. The riparian commtmitles wiD be increased Riparian forest will be increased and
significant native plant species reintroduced. A self-sustaining habitat will be developed that will
supply resident and seasonal species requirements The restoration will have a positive
relationship with surrounding properties by acting as a buffer between them and the river
environment. The floodplain itself will contribute to riverine health through the natural processes
or" foodweb nutrient and woody debris input, stream shading (lowering water temperature and
cover for migratory fish)

Cattle grazing has mixed benefits and co~ts to this property. Historic cattle grazing practices will
be modified to allow for better natural regeneration of riparian plants and allow planting of
introduced plants better opportunity to success~lly grow. Multiple adaptive management
approaches to grazing praefiees will be utilized to optimize riparian benefits. A restoration plan to
be developed as part of the project will better define specific actions

Linkages:
A great deal of habitat Preservation and Restoration is currently taking place on the Tuolumne
River Within about two miles downstream, there is a six mile section of channel and riparian
restoration in progress. The proximity of the projects will increase their value to wildlife of all
kinds.

ERP Actions and Goals:
This project links to ERP actions and goals in the following categories:

Stream Meander, Target 1, Programmatic Action IA Page 435
Natural F!~odplain and Flood Processes, Target 1, Stage 1 Action Page 437
Central Valley Stream Temperatures, Target 1, Stage 1 Action Page 438
Riparian and Riverine Aquatic Habitat, Target 1, Programmatic Action 1A Page 439
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Stream Meander can be provided by this parcel. It is a wide floodplain with slgrfificant Coarse
Sediment This parcel would provide approximately 280 acres of the Stream Meander belt of the
1,000 acre objective of Target 1. It also complies with Programmatic Action 1A to acquire
riparian and meander zone lands from willing sellers to preserve and. manage riparian areas on
private land

Natural Floodplain Processes This parcel has the opportunity to improve its flooding inundation
frequency. Lowering some of the high elevation coarse sediment in selected areas would allow
portions of the property to flood thst do not otherwise flood with regularity This complies with
Target i objective to restore and improve opportunities for rivers to inundate (flood) their
floodplain on a seasonal basis. It also complies with Stage 1 Action to purchase floodplain land
from willing sellers.

Central Valley" Streatn Temperatures. This property is in the spawning reach of the river
Increased riparian forest and community increase the shade supplied to screen the warming effects
of the sun to river water temperatures. Improved Riverine shade will decrease thermal input to
river water and thus lower water temperatures...to the downstream boundary of the salmon
spawning area It also complies with Stage 1 Action to...protecting and restoring riparian
habitat.

R~parian and Riverine Aquatic Habitat. This property supports riparian vegetation and can
support more and higher quality habitat to support many species It complies with Target 1 to
provide conditions for riparian vegetation growth along sections of fiver in the East San Joaquin
Basis Ecological Management Zone. Easement purchase, as identified in Programmatic Action
IA and 1C, is not available fnr thi~ property, but fee purchase wmdd accomplish the goal on an
important reach of the river where it would otherwise be unavailable.

System-Wide Ecosystem Beoefits
This project is principally an Ecowstem Re&abilitation project to reestablish a Functional Self-
Sustaining project. As such Jr Jmeracts with the entire riverine environmental process A
Functional floodplain will supply necessary components to general river health to support a
successful fishery and wildlife populations. Synergistic components include elements such as
Natural Sediment supply to "seed’~ the river, water temperature control, support for Channel
Meander, wildlife habitats to support traveling populations, and others An Ecosystem approach
has tb.r reaching efl~s.

CompatibiliU with Non-Ecosystem Objectives
There are no identified conflicts with Non-Ecosystem Objectives This project may be of
assistance to such objectives by providing a source for coarse sediment to augment depleted
stream beds elsewhere in the river
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TECHNICAL FEASIBILITY AND TIMING

One of the alternatives considered was the purchase of conservation easements rather than fee title
acquisition. The landowners were not interested in selling easements. Another alternative
considered was a cooperative agreemem wi~h a gravel mining company which would allow limited
miniog that would have minimum deleterious effects on the riparian habitat This alternative was
not pursued due to its complexity and long time line

Because this property is being preserved, first of all. and oniy select areas will be mined, the
permits for gravel mining will be simpler when compared to normal mining operations. We
anticipate that restoration will need the following: CEQA/2NEPA document. California Fish and
Crame permit, State Reelanaation Board flow analyals¢ancroachmem permit, U.S. Army Corp
permit, Kegional Water Control permit, State Lands permit. Staalslans County Planning
Department permits (See attached, letter AlL Modesto and Tuflock Irrigation District approval,
and upland landowner permission. These permits and permission will be prepared when the
restoration plan is complete.

The property has a legal fight ofway. If significant gravel reserves are to be hauled off-site for use
in salmon spawning habitat or to lower the floodplain, the road would need improvement It ia
curremly a rough, dirt road. In order to provide public access without interfering with neighbor
properties, the trail head will need a small parking lot at the highway The purchase of the
necessary property is not expected to be dilficult or costly

The time line is realistic (completion Spring/Summer 2002) because although the project is large, ~t
is simple. The landowners are willing. The restoration may include grading and replanting. The
technical problem will be engineering to increase seasonal flooding without stranding salmon
smelt. Once restoration is complete, the project will be self-sustaining in both drougm and flood
conditions. The river will be allowed to meander across the floudplaln. Eager sdlers are waiting
to for completion of the appraisal. Acquisition should follow quickly

Although there is a certain level of scient~c uncertainty associated with the restoration plan, the
basic project uses tested, successful techniques The property needs only minor adjustments to
make large miprovements. The questions will center around how much gravel to remove and
when should it be removed. It is possible that much of the gravel should be maintained as a natural
reserve Some of the minor restoration project s such as bird boxes and bird nesting platf’orms have
little risk associated with them The level oPcattle grazing can be monitored and adaptive
management used to maximize the habitat benefits, includin8 star thistle management

Because the river is expected to meander, administrative property lines will be recorded to prevent
loss of land as the channel migrates across the floodplain The adjacent landowner on the other
side of the river is agreeable Contractors will be chosen based on bids and qualifications

This purchase and restoration is technically mad politically feasible It has wide community
support, so permitting and permission will be routine The restoration plan will determine the
extent and nature of construction work. At that time. the necessary permit~ will be acquired.
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Monitoring and Data Collection Methodology

Biologic/Ecological Objectives

Protect natural gravel source by preserving this sensitive floodplain from potential gravel mining
activities when County gravel reserves are depleted

" This site may hecoma a gravd pit if not protected. It is ha fl~e gravel mining r~ch of the
river with current operations nearby. Its resource may be exploited as new mining sites
are sought unless protected Portions of the property may not currently qualify for
extracnon permits As County reserves are depleted, permitting standa~fis are likely to
ease to allow permitting ~n the entire property.

Tiffs is property currently contanas important salmon spawning and rearing habitat. One of
several restoration approaches can significantly improve spawning and reanng habitat as
well as rednce smolt stranding that is presumed to be substantial on portions of the
property The project will allow for natural river meander and gravel recruitment from the
floodplain

Avian species are abundant nero. Its habitat quality and quantity can be improved with
res|oralion Several CALFED targeted species use th~s site

This is a phased proposal Appraisal, acquisition, and conceptual restoration design costs
are requested in this funding round Monitoring will not be couducted or planned fm this
early phase of the project except for seasonal basdine bird coums Subsequent phases will
address the restoration work to be carried out Monitoring plans will be developed based
on the restoration plan. Monitoring will be implemented as appropriate to restorauon
progress,

Monitoring Parameters and Data Collection Approach
Monitoring will be planned in phase three of the project Phase three inoludes the final
restorauon plan, project restoration, and monitoring plan design Phase four inoludes
implementation of’the monitoring plan and project completion

Most phases of monitoring will be performed by professional consultants or academic
programs. They will establish and reootrmaend protocols for implementation. Duration of
monitoring will be dependant upon the nature and exten~ of the restoration

Potential issues to be evaluated include the restoration benefits to plants and wildlife

Data Evaluation Approach
Monttonng evaluation will be performed by professlonal consultants or academic
programs All results will be provided to the Tuolunme River "l?eehni~:al Advisory
C0mnnttee. consultants~ and as othe~vise appropriate
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Local Involvement

The Stanislaus County Board of Sup~visors and the Stanislaus County Pla~mkng Department have
both been notified in wdtin8 of this proposed project. (See Attachments A.1, A.2, A.3, and A.4)
Bfieftehiphone conversations about the plans took place with both the Board of Supervisors and
the Plum-ring Department offices subsequent to their notification. The County planning
Department is very supportive. County Parks Department has expressed interest in holding title.
(See Attachment A.2)

Presentations have been made to the local groups listed below and has included an open dialogue
to discuss issues. Information packets have been supplied to all those attending. There has been
strong support and no opposition¯ (See Attachments B. 1 through B. 10)

Tuolunme River Technical Advisory CommitteeCalifornia Waterfowl Association
Yokuts Group of the Sierra Club Modesto Peace/life Center
Stanislaus Fly Fishermen Stanislaus County Wildlife Comrm~ee
Stanislaus .Audubon Society Endangered Species Recovery Program
East Stanislaus Resource Conservation District Stanislaus County Fish and Wildlife

Committee

Adjacent or Affected Land Owners

All six neighboring landowners have been contacted by telephone or in person and informational
packets have been supplied to them. Their responses range from neutral to ve~ supportive. (See
Attachment C) There are no negative responses¯ Neighboring landowners have expressed some
concern about public access considerations to this project. We do not expect this to be a problem
because access vail be limited to a non-vehicular, no hunting, trail system. Two adjacent land
owners are interested in adding a connecting 40 acre parcel this project at a later date. They
expressed their interest too late to be included in this proposal

Public Outreach

This acquisition will be announced by our newsletters and those of the interest groups. Local
press rdeases, local newspaper articles, and forums for the public and neighboring land owners
will also be used for notification and public input. The conceptual restoration plan will be off, red
to all of the groups listed above as well as governmental agencies. Input wilt be considered in the

¯ devehipment of the final restoration plan.

Permission for Property Use or Access

N/A

Identify. Potential Third Party Impacts

None
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COST

This is a phased proposal. Each phase off’the thnding request for acquisition through restoration
is dependant upon the results of the preceding phase. Phase one will establish the costs to be
incurred in stage two, costs of s~age three will be established during work done in stage two, etc.

All the budgeted costs are estimates due to the project phasing. Estimated appraisal costs are
$62,000 because this property has mineral values that must be determined by mineral appraisers.
The quotes we have received for the mineral appraisal, which must then be added fro the normal
property, appraisal, range from $35,000 to $59,000. Property lines also must be established by
su1-vey.

The estimated budgeted cost for the property, acquisition is based on roughly comparable property
within the general area. The quality and quantity of minerals will have a significant bearing on the.
final, complat e appraisal. The property tutals approximately 280 acres, some of which has
dredger failings, and some of which has had its tailings scalped for the building of New Don Pedro
Dan1 It is this bank of minerals "that we wish to protect from potential pit mining within the
floodplain when established reserves in the County are depleted. We do, however, intend to make
a limited amount of the gravel available for salmon spawning habitat restoration as is conaistent
with project restoration. Purchasing this property will protect the gravel resources.

After the property is acquired, we expect to spend approximately $12,700 to develop a
conceptual restoration plan that will address the many opportunities available on this property
The conceptual restoration plan budget includes costs for public outreach.

After the conceptual restoration plan has been finalized, the restoration plan will be begun. Again,
the estimated budget cost is rough because the final conceptual restoration plan will determine the
extent of enginenring, permitting, constraction, and planting. This property has potential that will
be fully addressed in the conceptual restoration plan.

Monitoring and reporting will be determined by the restoration plan. The extent of monitoring
will be determined by ffhe amount of restoration. This project will be self-sust~:ming and,
there~bre, will need only short-term monitoring. However, some interested groups may wish to
continue monitoring birds and salmon for other purposes

This is a wonderful opportunity to preserve some of the Tuolu~rme River floodplain for wildlife
habkat The cost is higher than for property downstream due to the mineral deposits, but this
property is within the salmon spawning reach below La Grange Dam, and we believe its purchase
will have significant value beyond the ob~5ous riparian habitat benefits.

Please note that the land acquisition is separated so that, if necessary, the Cren property can be
purchased first, fhe Cree property is in the most jeopardy because the property owners are
anxious to sell. Although we have a letter of commitment from Ms. Cren for two years, at the
end of two years she may sell to a less environmentally friendly use if we have been unable to raise
the necessary funds. Mr. Hall will be more patient.

I --01 6882
1-016882



TABLE 3 TOTAL BUDGET (CALFED FUNDS O’qLY)

Note: The tbllowing budgeted costs are estimates. The project is m the early stages.
Direct       Direct       Service      Material     Misc Overhead    Total

Task Labor Salary & Contracts mad and Cost
Hours Benefits Acquisition Indirect Costs

Appraisals, including mineral 58.000 3,480 61,480
values, surveys

Land acquisition
(Esl $6,000/acre)
Cree property (150 acres) 810,000 48,400 858;400
Hall property 030 acres) 669,000 40,340 709,34(I

Conceptual restoration pla~ and 12,000 720 12,720
public outreach

Restorstion plan and engineering 50,000 3,000 53,000

Restoration, including pernfits 250,000 15,000 265,000

Monitoring and atmual reporting 23,000 1,380 24,380

Totals 393,000 1,479,000 1 [2,320 1,984,320



COST TABLE 4 QUARTERLy BUDGE’!"

Oct-    Jan- Apt-    JuIy-    Oct- Jan-    July- Apt-    Three
TolalDee99 Mar00 June00 Sept00 Decl)l)Mar0l Sept0/ June02

Subscquent gudget

62,000

62,000Acquisitions
1,778,000

Conceptual resto~ ation plan 1,778,000

and public outreach
5,500 5,200 2,000

-- Restoration plan and i2,700

I engineering
,=, 27,100 26,000
~ Permitting 53,100

~ 12,800
~ Restoration including 12,800

~ planting 201,00(I 65,400 266.400

MoNtoring (baseline and
annually For 3 years aRer
restoration completion)

9,000                      15,32(] 24,320

Totals                                         62,000    1,783,500      5,200      2,000 27,100          47,800 201,00065,400          15,3202,209,320



Cost-Sharlng

"£hree cash cost-share commitments have been made to thts project

The large majoriW clothe cost-sh~re is a match for property acquisition. Those funds will be
deposited into an escrow account for use in funding the property purchase.

The East Stanistaus Resource Conservation District, $200,000. (See Attachment B.9)

The Stanislaus Fly Fishermen $1.000 See Attachment B.T~

The remaining cos~t-share is in the form of direct administration costs and in-kind service.

Friends of the Tuolnmne cash contribution for direct project costs, $4,000
Office expenses $ 2.000
Transportation Expense $ 2.000

Friendsof the Tuolumne in-kind administrative expense, $20,000.
200 hours administrative @ $100/hr $20.000

Total Cost-Share. $225,000
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Applicant Qualifications:

The Friends of the Tuolumne, Inc. (FOI~T) is a local grass-roots watershed group We are
incorporated as a non-profit 501 (c) (3) land trust. The organization focuses exclusively on
riverine issues oFthe lower Tuolmrme River. The narrow scope allows us to be intensely ±bcused
and well informed about iss~aes of the Tuolumne River

The Board members are experienced non-profit officials with past and present posts with the
Yokuts Group of the Sierra Club, CalTrout, Eazt Stanislans Resource Conservatiou District,
Stanislaus Fly Fishermen, Ecology Action, Peace Life Center, Tuolumne River Preservation
Trust, San loaquin River System Committee, Habitat Restoration Project-Tuolumne River,
Tuolmrme River Action Committee, and various professional associations We have extensive
ties throughout the local commnnity (See attached letters of support A.1 -/3 9).

Years of exposure to Tuolumne River issues in many different forums has made us effective
proponeu~s for the river. FOTT has become an organization with considerable technical skills
and very efiqcient administrators. Our volunteer Board of Directors consists ofa CP~, engineer,
lawyers, and people who have made wildlife issues life-long passions They possess the practical
skills necessary to complete the goals of this project Two Board members successfully
administered gravel restoration projects on the Stanlslaus River in 1997 and 1998 on behalf of
the Stanislaus Fly Fishermen.

Out- organization l!brmed in 1992 to protect and improve Tuolurane River conditions. In 1994
FOTT filed as an inte~cener in tile re-licensing procesa of the New Don Pedro Dana. FOTT is a
signatory to the 1995 New Don Pedro FedeIal Energy Regulato~ Commission (FERC)
Settlement Agreement (FSA) We negotiated with ten other paff~es including government
agencies and environmental groups in a complicated and time consumiug FERC mediated
process Many positive environmental policies concerning dam operations, water releases, fishery
ma~:agemcnt, and restoration resuhcd from the FSA

As a signatory to the FSA, FOT’r is an active participant in the Tuolumne River Technical
Adviso%’ Committee (TRTAC). It is the responsibility of the TRTAC to implement the
conditions imposed by the FSA Members and consultants of the TRTAC are a highly qualified
collection of diverse specialties. Their individual focuses include fisheries, wildlife, engineering,
administrative, legal, botany, and others.

Through FOTT’s involvement with the TRTAC, we have developed relationships with all the
agencies and groups active in Tuolumne River i.ssue~ They have become valuable resources and
FOTT in rum p~ovides them with our knowledge and perspective. We have discussed this
project with all the pa~icipants of the rRTAC and others. They have offered their support,
guidance, and council as needed to accomplish this project We will make best use of these
information resources.

A great deal of tilts project will be administrative. Our Organization is very capable of dealing
with the business and legal issues associated with it given the backgrounds in business,
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accounting, and l~w that we possess. Administration capacity is a grent stlcngth for us. No
matter how m~ny agencies, groups and individuals o~er their assistance, it will ultimately be our
responsibility ~o get the project completed, and we have the people and skills to do just that.

Technical wildlife habitat issues wdl be done on a consultant bas~s with one of the several
nvailable Examples of consultant tasks will include it eros such as restoration plans ~d fishe~
and ~vildlife issues

The specifics of the restoration work requir~ will be d~ermined when lh¢ restoratio~ plan ~s
completed. Contractors wi~ be engaged for implementing tke restoration plan

The TRTAC will review tbe restoration pla~ for its compatibility with river-wide restoration
activities and goals The TRTAC suppo~s FOTT in tiffs proj~t. (See altachment B.1)

The Anadromous Fish Restoration Program ha~ offered their assist~ce and will budget ye~
2000 ~nding towed restoration.

The Bur~u of Land Management ~s committed to accept title to the propegy at completion of
restoration work and to maintain the parcel for prese~’ation pu~oses.

The Sl~islaus Audubon Society has ~itted to doing regN~ sea~nal bird run,toting.

Funding received from: rhe Stanislaus Fly Fishe~en $1.000 (S~ Attac~ent B 7)
The East Sta~sslaus Resource Cons~ation Distrie~ $200.000 (See
a~ac~en~ B.9 ~

See attached BriefBiosketch of Friends of the Tuolumne Board of Dire~ors (E. 1) ~d
History (E.2).
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APPROX. SCALE: 1 INCH ~7 MILES

FIGURE    BOBCAT FLAT
PROJECT LOCATION MAP
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Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey ~ALE t:24D(
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NONDISCRIMINATION COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

The company named above (hereinafter refen~ed to as "prospective contractor") hereby certifies, unless
specifically exempted, compliance with Government Code Section 12990 (a-f) and CaliforaJa Cod~ oi
Rcgu.lations, Title 2, Division 4, Chapter 5 in matters relating to reporting requirements and the
developrnentoimplementation and maintenance ofaNondiscrimination Program. Prospective contractor
agfe~s not to unlawfully discriminate, harass or allow harassment against any employee or applicant for
employment because of sex, race, color, ancestry, religious creed, national origin, disability (including
HIV andAIDS), medical condition (cancer), age, marital status, denial of family and medical care leave
aad 6enial of pregnancy disability leave.

I, the official named below, hereby swear that I am duly authorized to legally bind the prospective
contractor to the above described certifictm’on. !am fully aware that this certification, ~xecuted on the
date and in the county below, is made under penalty of pe~ury under the laws of the State of CaIiforni~
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Stanislaus County
Department of Planning and

Community Development

March 24, 1999

Dan Boueher, President
Friends of the Tuolumne
2412 Hilo Lane
Ceres, Ca 95307

RE: Tuolumne River Flood Plain Acquisifinn

Dear Mr. Boueher,

Thank you very much for your letter dated March 21, 1999 descrlbln8 the planned purchase of
land located along the Tuolumne River. This sounds like a worday project with significant long
term benefits to the entire ecosystem of the Tuolumne.

I wanted to write to you to eorraaaent on one aspect of your Project Description. You indicated a
desire to do gravd mining on the property. Mining is an allowable use in the A-2~O zoning
district which covers the property, but only aider a use pernait and reclamation plan have been
approved by the County Planning Commission. These are discretionary approvals which,
depending on the complexities of the individual request, can take several months or more to
complete. Although you did not list any specific time frame details, I thought you would like to
know this in order to integrate the use permit process into your overall program.

If you have any questions about the use permit, please feel fiee to call me. I wiI1 be sending a
copy or’your letter over to the County Board of Supervisors in order that they can be made a~vare
of your very laudable efforts. Let us know if’there is anything that the County can do to assist
you.

Sincerely, . ~ / ~

Bob Kachel ~/
Senior Planner ’
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PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

3800 CORNUCOPIA WAY, SUITEC, MODES’fO, CALIFORNIA95358(2091525-6750 FAX(209)525-6774

April 7, 1999

Friends of the Tuolumne
C/O Dave Boucher
2412 Hilo Lane
Ceres. CA 95307

Dear Mr Boucher,

The Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors has received your letter in regards to the Bobcat
Flat Riparian Acquisition wad Restoration Project The Board has referred your project to the
Parks and Recreation Department for t’ui~her review and response.

We view the acquisition prqject as a great opportunity to preserve and restore part of the
Tuolumne River corridor. There are benefits to this project that will be realized by both the
wildlife and the public as well. There are unmet needs and local public support for walking
areas, hiking trails, and general nature study. There is also public support for the dedication and
conservation of portions of land which display the unique natural resources of the County. We
support your acquisition project and look tbrward to collaborating with you when the
opportunities arise!

Sincerely,

Steve Brodie
Regional Park Supervisor

I --01 6895
1-016895



Friends of the Tuolumne
2412 Hilo Lane

Cores, California 95307
(209) 537-5628

Working for the Benefit of the Tuolumne River

March 21, 1999

Stanislaus Couuty Board of Supervisors
1100 H Street
Modesto, CA 95354

Gantlemen:

This is to inform you that the Friends of the Tuoltmme (FOTT), a 501(c)(3) land tntst,
based in this community, is planning a land acquisition in Stanislaus County.
intention is to acquire approximately 250 acres of Tuolurmae River flood plain in
Stanislaus count3,, 12 miles east of the town of Waterford. ’rhe propert~y owners, Mr. Joel
Hall and Ms. MaNe Cree, are willing sellers, and wish to complete a sales transaction
with FOTT. Snch sale is contingent upon agreeing to mutually acc~eptable terms. FOTT
will be applying for grant money to finance tiffs purchase fi-om CALFED atld other
somces.

FOTT will be the short term title holder until restoration work is completed. At that time,
the property will be placed into public o~vnership. We am cun’ently inte~wiewiog public
agcncies and have recdvcd conmailmcnts and tentative ~onm~itments to accept possession
at that time.

If you have any questions in regard m this acquisition, please call.

Sincerely,

Dave Boucher
Presidettt

Enclosure: Brief project description
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Friends of the rl’no|an|ne
24 [2 Hilo Lane

Ceres, California 95307
(209) 537-5628

Working for the Benefit of the Tuolumne River

March 21, 1999

Stanislans Counly Department of Plannlng
and Community Development

1100 H Street
Modesto, CA 95354

Gentlemen:

This is to inform you that the Friends of the Tuohmme (FOTT), a 501(c)(3) land ta~tst,
based in this conunuinty, is plam~h~g a land acquisition in Stanislaus County. Our
intention is to acquire npproximately 250 acres of Tuolmnne River flood plain in
Stanlslaus cotalty, 12 miles east of the town of Waterford. The property owners, Mr. Joel
Hall and Ms. Mable Cree, are willing sellers, and wish to complete a sales transaetioo
with FOTT. Such sale is contingent upon agreeing to mulamlly acceptable terms. FOTT
will be applying for grant money to finance this purchase fi’om CALFED and other

FOTT will be the short term title holder until restoration work is completed. At that time,
the plopcrly will be placed into public ownership. We are cttrrently interviewing public
ngencies and have received commitments and tentative commitments to accept possession
at that time.

ffyou have ~ny questions in regard to ttfis acquisition, please call.

Sincerely,

Dave Boucher
President

EncIosur-e: Brief project description

I --01 6897
1-016897



Dave B~her April 7, 1999
Friend~ of tho Tuolumne
2412 Milo La~e
C~r~ C~lifor~ia 9~307

De~r Mr. Boucher:

The Tuolumno l~iver T~chnic~l Advisor~ Commi~too (TRTAC) is a product of’~e ~9~ Don Pedro Project

CC: TRTAG ~listributiou
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United States Department of the Interior

Dave Boucher
President, Friends Of The Tuolmne
2412 Hiio Lane
Ceres, CA 96307 CA-180-,01

Dear Dave:

The Bureau of Land Management supports your organ;zation in acquiring the 280 acre
Bobcat Flat Riparian Area.. The acquisition of this important ripadan habitat will have long
range benefits for wildlife as well as humans.Thia varied riverine habitat will provide
spawning potential for anadromous fish, a8 well as habitat for many animal spe~[as.

Theae lan~, Io¢~tecl in TowP, stf~p 3,~. Rar~e 13E, Section 32 and 33 ~ould be managed
as publi¢ lande to protecl anti enhance the r~parian and wet land qualities of this property,
as wall as pr~tiding reereationa~ opportunBiea,
Thts letter is to acknowledge the Bureau at Land Managemant’s w|llingneas to a~cept title
to the property if offered.

Best of luck with t~is project.

£incerely,

Acting Folsom Field Manager
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Stanislaus Audubon Society, Inc.
R O~ Box 4012 . Mod~st~, CA 95352 ¯ (209} 521-0108

March 15, 1999

Friends of the Tuoluntne
2412 Hilo Lane
Ceres, CA 95307

Attention: Dave Boucher, President

RE: Bobcat Flat Property Acq~/isitlon and Restoration

Dear Dave:

The Stanislaus Audubon Scclety has taken an interest in the
?uolumne River for many years YOU may know that we purchased
Chrisman Island and subsequently donated it to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. We also encouraged our U.S. Congressional
Representative, Gary Condit, no initiate the process necessary no
acquire flood-prone lands for the San Joaquin Wildlife Refuge. That
acquisition added 3,000 acres to the refuge.

We are, therefore, very supportive of your efforts no acquire
the 250 acres on the Tuolumne Rlver named Bobcat Fla~. Th~ property
will be a. valuabl~ additiom ~o ~h~ r~parlan corridor after its
re@toration. The expansion on both sides of the river 5o ~ wider

We will gladly suppor~ your efforts by committing to regular
seasonal bird counss fo~- your men±toting requirements.

We hope no hea~ from you soon that the acqulsltion has been
completed. ~n the meantime, we have scheduled the first bird coun~
for the last weekend in March.

Very truly yours,

STAN~AUDUBON. SOCIETY
David J. Froba,
President

DJF/mw

P,~
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STANISLALL5    COUNTY
FISH AlVa) IlIL LIFE OOMMIT gE

3800 CORNUCOPIA WAY, SUITE C, MODESTO, CALIFORNIA 95388
April 7, 1999

Friends of the Tuolumue
C/O Dave Bmlcher

The Stanislaus County Fish and Wildlife Committee, would like to acknowledge as well as
support the acquisition of the propert~ along the Tuolumne River that you presented to us
at our meeting on March 30, 1999. The committee feels that acquiring this significant
parcel of land for restoration and enhancement of wildlife habitat and wetlands
restoratlou is a project that merits our support. When an opportunity arises that would
provide for so much, for habitat improvement as well as improve water quality and
riparian preservation, we feel that all efforL~ should be made to acquire land whenever
possible.

Chairman, Stanislaus County Fish and V¢ildlife Committee
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YOKUTS GROUP
MOTHER LODE CHAPTER--SIERRA CLUB

P. O. BOX 855

MODESTO, CALIFORNIA 95353

March 30,1999

Dave Boucher
President
Friends of the Tuolumne
2412 l-[ilo Lane
Ceres, CA 95307

Dear Dave,
re: Bobcat flat acquisition and restoration

Thank you for your work to acquire the 250 acres on the Tuolumne River
called Bobcat Flat. We are enthusiastic about the opportunity to preserve and
restore riparian habitat on such a valuable piece of the river. The property
offers so mueh in the way of wildlifb and native plant habitat

We hope this is just one of many restoration and preservation projects along
our river. If we can help in any way please let us know.

Sincerely,

Jerry Jaclwaan
Chair

INVOLVING SIERRA CLUB MEMBERS IN STANISLAUS COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

t~
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March 7, 1999

Dave Boucher
Friends of the, Tuolumnc
2412 Nile Lane
Ceres, Ca 95307

Dear Friends of the Tuolur~me

The CaliI~bmia Watertbwl Association has reviewed the proposed land
acquisition on the Tnolumme River refereed to as Bobcat Flat. We believe that
the prqiect has strong habitat benefits for multiple species of wildlife. Its
benefits to ~rdgratery waterfowl is of special interest to us. Preserving and
enhancing habitat for migratory birds is an important key to their survival.
Critical habitat has been lost to conversion to other uses. Continued
development pressures threaten migratory avian species existence. Your
project will assist in maintenance and recovery of these species by preventing
its loss to development and through restoration to improve its potential for
supporting them.

The California Waterfow! A~sociation supports your efforts to acquire Bobcut
Fiat.

Sincerely,

David W. Patterson
Director of Wetland Programs

California
Waterfowl
Association
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Stanislaus Fly Fishermen,r Inc.

PO Box 576131
Modesto, California 95357-6131

April 1, 1999

Dave Boucher
Friends of the Tuoluim~e, Inc
2412 Hilo Lane
Ceres, CA 95307

The Stanislans Fly Fishermen is a club comprised of members who share an interest in the
sport of fly fishing. Another keen interest of our club is restoration and preservation of
the fishery, wildlife, and associated habitat.

It is with great pleasure that ~ve learn that the Friends of the Tuolumne are pursuing
restoration and preservation of our natural wildlife and habitat at the site known as Bobcat
Flat.

We strongly support the efforts you are making to acquire, restore, and preserve
converted haNtat Your actions will assist in the recovery of the Tuolumne River fishery
and other wildlit~ species.

It is our pleasure to pledge $1,000 toward the cost of acquisitlon of the project. In
addition we include a check for $500 for the purpose of assisting Friends of the Tuolumne
with the administrative costs associated with your effor~

~incerely,

Jack Morris
President
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MODESTO PEACE?LIFE CENTER

P.O. Box 134
Modesto, CA 95353

March 25, 1999

Dave Boucher, President
Friends of the Tuolunme
2412 Hilo Lane
Ceres, CA 95307

Bobcat ~t Property Acquisition

Wfldbfe lmbil~t protection and restoration are of great interes* to u~. Your work to acquire the 280 acres on
the Tuokm~e River called Bobcat Flat will add another section to the rives providhag habitat for our

S~ncerely,
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EAST STANISLAUS RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
3800 Cornucopia Way, Suite E - Tuolumne Building

(near the intersection of Crows Landing & Service Roads)
Modesto, Ca. 95358 (209) 491-9320

Apd[8,1999

Dave Boucher
Friends ofthe Tuolumne
2412 Hilo Lane
Ce~s, CA 95307

Dear Dave:

Thank you for presenting the Bobcat Flat Project to the East Stanislaus Resource
Conservation District (ESRCD) Board of Directors. The proposed approximate 280
acre property acquisition and restoration that you described has strong riparian habitat
and public benefits. We support your efforts in this project and look forward to its
successful completion.

To assist in the project, the ESRCD has resolved to provide the leseo~ of $200,000 (two
hundred thousand dollars) or 10% of the property purchase pdce~

These funds will be available for this purpose until Janua~" 1, 2003, the expiration of
the CALFED funding process, or until a final determination of denial of the request for
CALFED funding, whichever comes first.

The ESRCD funds will be placed into an escrow account on a timely basis to complete
the full purchase price of the property.

Sincerely,

John He[tie, Chairman

The East Stanislaus Resouroe Col~ervatlon District
i~ commftte~ to conserving, improving and sustaining

the natural resources, environment, and economy
of Eastern Sranlslaus County

[:=34
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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, STANISLAUS

12 April 1999

Dave Boueher
Friends of the Tuolurtme, Inc.
2412 Hilo La~e
Ceres, CA 95307

We are pleased to have had the opportunity Io visit the property referred to as Bobcat Flat.
Our evaluation of the site reveals valuable riparian habitat for many species of wildlifE.

Our interest in the site is particularly focused on its potential to SUlYpOrt a reintroduction of
the riparian brash rabbit. Population declines over the years have caused concern that it might be
extirpated. The primary need for its popzdation is suitable riparian habitat. The only known
population of riparian brush rabbit is in Caswell State Park. The opportunity to introduce it to
this new location would have a beneficial impact for the species.

Currently, the largest known extant population of riparian brush rabbits is !ocated in Caswell
Memorial State Park (MSP) on the Stanislaus River in sou~em San Joaquin County. Casw¢ll
MSP is subject to regular, prolonged flooding and is at high risk of wildfire due to long-term fire
suppression coupled with minimal vegetation manzgcmcnt practices. Natural dispersal of
riparian brush rabbits from Caswell MSP is unlikely due to the small, highly fragmented nature
of their remaining habitat and their dependence on nearly contiguous cover. Because of its
restricted distribution and limited capaciU for dispersal, the riparima brush rabbit is at high risk
of imminent extinction from flooding, wildfire, disease, and demographic stochasticky.
Consequently, the establishment of otber viable populations within the historical range is crucial
to prcvcnting the extinction of thc rabbit. The soon-to-be listed riparian woodrat shares the
same habitat, restricted distribution, and threats to its existence as the brush rabbit, and a similar
recovery strategy.

The Endangered Species Recovery Program strongly supports your efforts to acquire this
valuable riparian conmaunity. Its protection, preservation mid restoration will benelit the riparian
brush rabbit recovery and the many other mammals, birds, and fish.

Sincerely,

Daniel F. Williams,
Chairman and Coordinatur
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Lone Tree Farm & Vista del Rio

Apn103,1999

2412 Hilo Laaxe
Ceres, Ca 95307

I am a landowner of propei~ adjoining the proper~ you refer to as Bobcat Flat. You have made me a~re of )~ur
plans to acquire approximately 280 acres of flood plain properly kno~ as Bobcat Flat. ] have studied the material
you delivered, to llle explaiaing the project and am very_ supportive of the project you have described. 1 look
forward to seeing ffds proper~- protected and restored for its riparian values

M)’ estate ~511 distribute my proper~, to the National Wildlife Federation. The cumulative effect of these conlblned
property blocks is an exciting prospect

Sincerely,
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GreenTree lursery

Friends of the Tuolumne

Ceres, CA 95307

D¢~ Friends of~e Tuol~¢.

It h~ Been my desi~ to put ~s fip~ ~bitat into some ~d of~e for

Sine~ely,/

W. J~:el H~ll
Hall Family
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Mabel Cree
22430 Yosemite Boulevard

Waterford, California 95386

March 25, 1999

Mr. Dave Boucher, Presidept ....
Friends of the Tuolumne, Inc.
2412 Hilo Lane
Ceres, C~lifornia 95307

Dear Dave:

The Friends of the Tuolumne have entered into discussions with me for the sale of prol~rty I
own on the Tuolumne River. This letter is to confirm for the purpnses of CALFED f~nding,
that I am a cooperative, willing seller of the 147 acres we are currently discussing. I commit
to remain so for at least two (2) years from this date.

I look forward to working with the Friends of the Tuolumne in the coming months to complete
the saIe of this property.
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Brief Biosketch:

Dave Boucher. President Allison Boueher, Treasurer
Perfusiunist CPA
FERC Settlement Agreement negotiatorIUERC Settlement Agreement negotiator
TRTAC representative, FOTT TRTAC representative, FOTT
Past President, Staafislaus Fly Fishermen Tuolumne River Regional park Citizens’
Treasurer, Stanislaus Fly Fisherman Advisory Committee Representative, FOTT
Associate Director, East Stanislaus Past Chair of Yokuts Group, Sierra Club
Resource Conservation District Past Conservation Chair, Yokuts Group

Gravel restoration project! Stanislaug Past Director, Ecology Action
River, 1997 and 1998

Bob Hackamack. Vice President I2!r~da Lartick~ Secretary,
Engineer Farmer
FERC Setttemem Agreement negotiatorFERC Settlement Agreement negotiator
Director, Tuolurnne River Past Treasurer, Ecology Action

Preservation Trust Tuolumne River Action Committee
Past Chair, Tuolumne River Conference,

Sierra Club
Past Chapter Representative, Northern

California Regional Conservation
Committee, Sierra Club

Past Secretary, Yokuts Group, Sierra Club

John Murohv_ Director Gordon Hollin~sworth, Director
At~omey .Attorney
Gravel Restoration Project Statfislaus Past President.

River, 1997 and 1998 Stanislans Fly Fishermen
CaITrout Governor Incorporator and initial Board member.
Conservation Chairman, Stanislaus Children’s Crises Center

Fly Fishermen Former member. DF&G San Joaquin Pdver
Director, Tuolurane River System Committee

Preservation Trust Former Director. Family Service Agency,
Habitat Restoration Project. Modesto
Tuolumne River, 1989-199? Former member, Turiock Irrigation District

Citizens" Advisory Water Committee
Former Director. Modesto Police
Activities League

Sam Tyson. Director
Farmer
Past President, Ecology Action
President, Modesto Peace/Life Center
Treasurer, Stanislaus Safe Energy
Committee
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FR3ENDS OF THE TUOLUMNE HIGHLIGHTS

1994-1995: Signatory to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission mediated
settlement for terms of’re-licensing Don Pedro Dam DesiEned, promoted, and
negotiated a $500,000 settleme~lt fur~d t~or ~-iparian habitat.

1995 to present: Participate ir~ the Tuolumne River Technical Advisory Comrrflttee.

1996 to present: Coordinate and work with the East Stanislaus Resource Conservation
District (ESRCD). Two member~ of Friends of the Tuolurnne Board of Directors are
also Associate Directors of the ESRCD

1997 to present: Coordinate and work with the Citizens Advisory Committee for the
Tuolurmae River Regional Park, encouraging them to properly restore the riparian
corridor

1997: Facilitation of cooperative agreement between Stanislaus County and the California
Department offish mad Gmaae to purchase 41 acres along the Tuoluanle River

I998: Initiate and participate in a highly successful plan for improved management and
restoration of land between the City of Modesto Airport and the Tuolunane River;

1998: Preparation and submission of a successful $732,000 CALFED proposal as a co-
applicant with ESRCD on 145 acres for a perpetual conservation easement with
restoration.

1998: Submission of the above proposal to the Anadromous Fish Restoration Fund of the
U.S. Department offish and Wildlife. The proposal was granted $377,000 through this
source to begin the acquisition proces~

!998: Publish a pamphlet, for distribution to the public, encouraging carefifl, wise; and
responsible use of the river and its riparian habitat. Target groups include Scouts, the
Great Valley Museum, the Stanislaus Wildli£e Care Center, public schools, etc.

An ongoing focus of Frlends of the Tuolumne is to tb~cilitate the/low of information
among local environmental groups and local, count)-, state, and federal agencies. We
mnke every effort to insure that all interested parties are aware of the activities of other
groups and agencies.
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Cri!erla

Shaded projeeLs were selected as top priority p~oject.s and proposals
have been developed as pa[t of this plan.

Table 4-2. Priorillzed Tuolum na River channel restorat on s tee, with pd0r t zation criteria s~orlng,

F
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Casua~ Birding Trip, March 27, 1999, with Stanislaus Audubon Society

BIackbi~d; Red-winged
Bluebir~i, Western
Bushtit
Duck, Wood

Eagle, Bald
Egret, Greet
Finch, House
Flicker
Goldfinch, American
Goldfinch, Lesser
Greater Yellowlegs
Hawk, Cooper’a
Hawk, Red-shouldered
Hawk, Red.tailed
Heron, Great Blue
Jay, Scrub
Kestrel

Kingfisher
Kite
Magpie, Yellow-billed
Nuthatch, White-breasled
Oriole, Northern
Osprey
Owl, Great Horned
Phoebe, Black
Pipit, Amedcan
Sparrow, Golden-crowned
Sparrow, Lincoln’s
Sparrow, Song
Sparrow, White-crowned
Swallow, Cliff
Swallow, Tree
Swilt, White-threated
Thrush, Hermit
Titmouse, Plain
Towhee, Calil~o rnia
Vulture, "r~ey
Warbler, Yellow-rumped
Woodpecker, Downy
Wren, House

Birds expected on future birding idps:

Chal, Yellow-breasted
common Moorhen
Falcon, Praide
Heron, Green
Owl, Western $creeoi~
Rail, Virginia
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8wallew, Northern Rough-winge~
Thrasher, California
Towhee, Spotted
Vireo, Hulton’s

Snakes and Amphibians expected to be found:

Bull frog
Chorus frogs
Common gader snake
Con~m~n King seakes
Foothill Yellow-legged frog
Gilber[ skink
Gopher snake
Nmlhern alligalor lizard
Pacific Slender salamander
Ring neck snake
Striped racer snake
Western fence lizar~
Western Pacific rattle snake
Western pond futile
Western racer snake

Additional Birds by F~iends of Ihe Tuolumne, February and March, 1999

Bfitem, Amedcan
Cormorant
Crow
Eagle, Gelden
Egret, Snowy
Geese, Canadian
Hawk, Marsh
Hawk, Ferruginous
Pigeon
Quail, California
Woodpecker, Acorn
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